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DOMAINE DE CEBENE  

Brigitte Chevalier was the export manager for Valandraud for 10 years, and has run her own negociant business 

since 2003. She decided that she wanted to start making her own wines as well and 2007 was the first vintage 

from her vineyards - selected parcels in Faugères. She started without cellars or winemaking equipment and had 

to borrow to begin with.  

 

Cébène, Cuvée Ex Arena 2007 Vin de Pays d'Oc 16.5 Drink 2009-14  

85% Grenache, 15% Mourvèdre. Very low yield (Mourvèdre was 18 hl/ha, Grenache 20 hl/ha). 9,000 vines/ha. 

Called 'Ex`Arena' because this wine is grown 'out of the fold'. The vineyard is an isolated parcel on a soil that is 

unusual in Languedoc: Les Sables de Corneilhan - a deep, narrow bench of sandy sediment.  

Lots of extract, thick and chewy. Almost liqueur-like - cassis with an earthy undertow. Big, bold structure. Rich and 

voluptuous. Turkish coffee. Well made but approach with caution. 14% (TC)  

 

 

Cébène, Cuvée Les Bancèls 2008 Faugères 16 Drink 2009-11  

One-third Syrah, one-third Mourvèdre, one-third Grenache. Fermented partially in stainless steel vats and partially 

in 500-lite open barrels. Pigeage, remontage and very soft winemaking. 'Bancels' is the word for terraces in old 

Occitan. She bought north-facing terraces for the Syrah and Grenache and everyone thought she was mad.  

Intense nose of tangerine and tamarind, coffee beans. Smudgy tannins and quite warm but with an appealing 

orange-citrus freshness and verve. Sweet fruit. Chocolate finish. 14% (TC)  

 

 

Cébène, Cuvée Felgaria 2008 Faugères 16.5 Drink 2011-14  

50% Mourvèdre,30% Syrah, 20% Grenache. Cask sample - will be bottled in Jul 09. 'Felgaria' is the old French 

word for Faugères. When she bought the Mourvèdre vineyard it had been neglected for over two years. The 

weeds had grown as high as the vines!  

Concentrated mulberry scent and a little bit fumey. But jewelled fruit. A tarry crust with slate-dust minerality and 

bold dark berry core. Very structured and defined. Liquorice. 14% (TC)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


